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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Bill Butler (S2W-32697): To ask the Scottish Executive what response it has made to pupils and teachers at Drumchapel High School who have called for improved rights for children from asylum seeking families, particularly while they are preparing for exams.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-21e.htm 
Bill Butler (S2W-32698): To ask the Scottish Executive what response it has made to calls by the Educational Institute of Scotland to end the use of dawn raids in the forced extradition of unsuccessful asylum seekers.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-21e.htm 
Bill Butler (S2W-32699): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it has produced concerning the welfare of children moved to Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-21e.htm 
Bill Butler (S2W-32700): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in implementing the lead professional arrangements between Glasgow City Council and the Home Office which formed part of the agreement reached with the Home Office in March 2006 in respect of asylum seeker families.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-21e.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Bill Butler (S2W-32701): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in respect of the full implementation of all strands of the agreement reached in March 2006 between the Executive and the Home Office regarding the treatment of asylum seeker families.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-03-21e.htm 
Christine Grahame (S2F-2796): To ask the First Minister how many instances of self-harm involving asylum seekers NHS boards have dealt with in the last four years. 

Reply from Jack McConnell (First Minister): The data collected from GP practices and in-patient units on those receiving care following self-harm does not allow for the identification of patients as asylum seekers as they of course have the same right to confidentiality as everyone else.

Christine Grahame: That is a sad response, as I am sure that asylum seekers would like us to know. The recent case of the Nepalese asylum seeker, who had been here for six years, is only the latest tragic case to demonstrate the callous inhumanity of the United Kingdom immigration system. The much-trailed letter from the Minister for Education and Young People on the deportation of asylum seekers' families frankly changes nothing.

Further to the issue raised by Linda Fabiani, and following yesterday's landmark House of Lords decision in the case of Huang on proportionality and article 8 of the European convention on human rights as it will apply to established families in Scotland, will the First Minister instruct the Lord Advocate to initiate breach of the peace proceedings against officials who use force to attempt to remove established families—that is well within his devolved powers—so as to prevent more misery?

Reply from Jack McConnell: I am stunned that Christine Grahame thinks that my believing that it is important to protect the confidentiality of asylum seekers and to treat them in the same way as we treat other members of the population is a sad response. Hers is a shameful response. I believe that asylum seekers deserve the same protection and confidentiality as everybody else.

Christine Grahame's question exposes the hypocrisy at the heart of the Scottish National Party's policy. She quotes the ECHR, but Mr MacAskill and others have trailed around the country in television studios for the past few months questioning our commitment to the ECHR. The SNP cannot use it and at the same time call for it to be taken away.

Nor can the SNP come to the chamber—it has happened week after week, month after month in the past four years—to call for the devolution of immigration powers and an independent immigration system for Scotland and then not have the bottle to mention it in its policy document, which was published last Sunday, or in advance of the election. The SNP should be ashamed. It has no principles and the people of Scotland will expose it for that.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0322-02.htm#Col33508 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2548]: Whether they will bring forward legislation to allow women to transmit their British citizenship to their children who were born to foreign fathers overseas before 7 February 1961.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Since 1 January 1983 women have been able to pass on their citizenship to their children born overseas in the same way as men. Prior to that date, citizenship could be transmitted only through a British father, but it was announced on 7 February 1979 that children aged under l8 of UK-born mothers could apply to be registered as British citizens.

In recognition of the fact that some may have learnt of the concession too late to benefit from it, we have removed the condition that the applicant must be under 18 on the date of the application. However, there are no plans to extend the option of registration to those born before 7 February 1961 as they could not, in any event, have benefited under the concession announced in 1979.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70321w0001.htm#07032165000003
The Earl of Sandwich asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2545]: What percentage of initial decisions on asylum applications in 2006 were made (a) in the detained fast track, and (b) outside the detained fast track; and what was the average time taken to make an initial decision in each category.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Total initial decisions made on asylum applications are published every quarter and relate to decisions in that quarter but may relate to applications made in previous periods. Detained fast-track decisions are published every quarter and relate only to applications made in that quarter.

Comparable data are not available for initial decisions made outside the detained fast-track process. It is not possible to give an answer based on two non-comparable sets of data.

The two separate sets data, on total initial decisions and detained fast-track cases, are published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate web site at http://ww.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70321w0003.htm#07032165000019



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL1287]: What they are doing to improve the quality of initial decisions in immigration cases in order to avoid unnecessary appeals and refunds.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Quality assurance measures are in place in all initial decision-making areas for in-country applications made in the UK to IND, and visa applications made abroad at entry clearance posts. The measures in place include intensive staff training, regular updating of guidance and instructions for caseworkers, regular audits and sampling of cases as well as the sharing of best practices across departments.

UKvisas and IND are also taking forward a number of measures which are in accordance with the recommendations made by the Home Affairs Select Committee in the summer of last year.

Fees charged for applications are non-refundable as they reflect the cost involved in the consideration of the application and are not affected by the outcome.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70321w0003.htm#07032165000020 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2230]: How many children have been taken into careas a result of Section 9 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants etc.) Act 2004.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: We have not been notified of any children having been taken into care as a direct result of the Section 9 pilot.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70321w0003.htm#07032165000021 
Kitty Ussher [127795]: What progress is being made on the review of the immigration and nationality directorate; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Not only did we hit our target for 2006, removing a record number of illegal immigrants and failed asylum seekers, but we have now published proposals to back our immigration service with extra powers, extra resources, new identity technology, and concerted action not just across the Home Office, but across public services as a whole.

Kitty Ussher: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for that information. While we are on the subject of Home Office reorganisation, does he recall the evidence given by Sir Andrew Green, the chairman of Migrationwatch UK, to the Committee considering the UK Borders Bill, on which my hon. Friend and I both sit? On Tuesday last week, Sir Andrew Green said that a reorganisation to create a single border force, as proposed by the Opposition, is the “last thing” that should happen at this juncture—

for continuation of question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070319/debtext/70319-0003.htm#0703198000016 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Waddington asked Her Majesty’s Government: How many of the 1,013 foreign citizens released from prison without consideration for deportation have since been deported.

Reply from (Baroness Scotland of Asthal: My Lords, deportation is occurring at higher volumes than ever before, with 2,240 individuals removed or deported since April 2006. Within the group of 1,013, we are pursuing deportation action against 675 individuals, and 163 have so far been deported.

Lord Waddington: My Lords, I am grateful to the Minister for her reply, but the latest report of the Chief Inspector of Prisons and evidence to the Home Affairs Select Committee reveal not just that only163 of the prisoners referred to in my Question have been deported, but also that, in the effort to get back behind bars the 1,013 who were wrongly released, British citizens have been mistaken for foreign prisoners and carted off to jail, foreign nationalshave not been deported even when they havebeen desperate to return home, with one prisoner becoming suicidal after being wrongly kept in prison for seven months, and 1,300 foreign prisoners are still being detained after the expiry of their sentences, thus contributing to the prison overcrowding crisis. Does not this reveal the worst kind of administrative shambles, as the chief executive of NACRO said, and suggest that the Home Secretary has no better grip on his department than his predecessor?

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: My Lords, I cannot accept that that is the true reflection of where we are now. Noble Lords will know that no foreign national prisoners have been released without full deportation consideration being given to their case. Weare speeding up the process of consideration. Deportation is now being considered four months before release in the majority of deportation cases, and deportations of foreign national prisoners are occurring at a higher volume than ever before. As at 12 February, 2,240 foreign national prisoners had been deported, as I indicated. So I cannot accept the noble Lord’s description. Furthermore, I think that it is right to say that Anne Owers accepted in her report that the system has improved. There is much to do, but much has certainly been done.

for continuation of question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70322-0001.htm#07032272000007 

Chris Mullin [124854]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department to which countries failed asylum seekers were returned in 2006; and how many were returned in each case.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The following table shows provisional figures rounded to the nearest five of persons, who had claimed asylum at some stage, who were removed from the United Kingdom in 2006, by destination.

Information on asylum removals, including and excluding dependants, is published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office's Research, Development and Statistics website at:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html. 

To read the lengthy table see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070322/text/70322w0007.htm#07032294000083 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Vincent Cable (128730): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what discussions he has had with the Treasury on allowing immigrants the right to work whilst awaiting a decision on their immigration status.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70319w01.htm 

Press Releases 
Funding for Fresh Talent

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/03/23110015 

Report issued on prisoners awaiting deportation

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/prisoners-report1 

Immigration and Nationality Directorate response to HM Inspectorate of Prisons’ report - Foreign National Prisoners: a follow-up report

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/indresponsetohminspectorate 

Foreign National Prisoners – Ineffective systems, rising self-harm and population pressure

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/fnpineffectivesystems 
New publication
Foreign national prisoners: A follow-up report
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/21395/fnp2007.pdf 
News
Fire protest asylum seeker dies 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6468103.stm
Asylum seeker who set himself alight dies   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1270770.0.0.php
Asylum seeker in fire suicide   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=asylum-seeker-in-fire-suicide--%26method=full%26objectid=18779492%26siteid=66633-name_page.html



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Asylum seeker who set fire to himself dies in hospital   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=430382007
Asylum seeker who set fire to himself dies   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1271732.0.0.php
Fire protest man memorial service

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6476727.stm 

Cash on the cards for migrants

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/business/story/0,,2036364,00.html 

Dawn raid on family slammed   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1271726.0.0.php
Asylum system under attack   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=433102007
Executive wants integrated asylum families to stay   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1273537.0.0.php
From refugees to entrepreneurs   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1276662.0.0.php
Migrant builders are ‘harder working’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1276669.0.0.php
Teenagers to petition Blair over asylum   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=436252007
‘Glasgow girls’ win U-turn for asylum kids    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1274233.0.0.php
Henry in failed asylum cases plea   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6473873.stm
Move to help asylum seeker family cases   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=440062007
Tradesmen poles apart on work ethic   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=442242007



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Fake ID spells jail for illegal immigrant   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=444422007
Employment fair aimed at ethnic groups   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=444102007
Pupils in protest at dawn raid on family   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1280691.0.0.php
Children's plea on asylum family   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=446522007
Girls in Holyrood protest over dawn raid    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1281354.0.0.php
A very modern migration 

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0s0.RefLocID-0hg01b00100o.Lang-EN.htm 

Easy prey

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0rz.RefLocID-0hg01b00100o.Lang-EN.htm 

Saving Grace   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=saving-grace--%26method=full%26objectid=18805210%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
 Illegal Chinese workers 'send millions' in cash lifeline to homeland   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=462712007
Visa age raised to curb forced marriages    

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1563905.ece
TOP



	Race Relations
New publication
Ethnic minorities in Great Britain

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/factfile02_ethnic_minorities.pdf
News
Playground by day . . . battleground by night

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1264927.0.0.php
Born black in 'post-slavery' society    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6453973.stm
Police risk shunning ethnic groups   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=453422007
A turning point?

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/Default.aspx.LocID-0hgnew0s6.RefLocID-0hg01b00100o.Lang-EN.htm 

The gypsy queens   

http://www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.1284314.0.the_gypsy_queens.php
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Keith Vaz [127451]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what recent representations her Department has received from black and minority ethnic groups on the involvement of the Race Equality Group in the development of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights.

Reply from Meg Munn: The Secretary of State has received two letters on the involvement of the Race Equality Group in the development of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights (CEHR). Officials have also met with the chair of the British Federation of Race Equality Councils, who is also a member of the Race Equality Group, to discuss a programme of work to aid the transition of race equality councils to the CEHR.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0016.htm#07032079000033 


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Keith Vaz [127452]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for how long the appointed Transition Commissioners are expected to assist the Commissioner for Equality and Human Rights.

Reply from Meg Munn: The transition Commissioners have been appointed to assist in assuring good continuity between the work of the existing equality Commissions (Commission for Racial Equality, Disability Rights Commission and the Equal Opportunities Commission) and that of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights, Under the Equality Act, the transition commissioners will remain in post for up to two years after the dissolution of the existing Commissions.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0016.htm#07032079000033 
Philip Hollobone [128969]: What guidance she issues to other Government Departments on the use of ethnicity as a factor in decision making.

Reply from (Meg Munn: The Commission for Racial Equality, on behalf of the Government, issues guidance to public authorities on meeting their obligations under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000. The commission issued a statutory code of practice in 2002 on the steps that public authorities can and should take to meet those obligations.

Philip Hollobone: My constituents who work at Her Majesty’s Prison Service office at Crown house in Corby are disgusted that the Prison Service should cite as one of the key influencing factors for trying to relocate the office to Leicester the perceived ability to recruit a more diverse work force there. In other words, my constituents are being told that they are too white and too British. Will the Minister undertake to ensure that the Commission for Racial Equality issues guidelines to the Home Office and its quangos to say that the Home Office should recruit people on the basis of their ability to do the job, and not the colour of their skin?

Reply from Meg Munn: Of course, the hon. Gentleman has raised that issue before with my right hon. Friend the Leader of the House, who is here on the Front Bench now. The issue, as I understand it, is that there was no alternative to relocation. The building in which the current staff worked was being sold, so there was a need to look at other locations. There was a comprehensive consultation of staff to consider a range of issues that had to be addressed, and the hon. Gentleman’s portrayal is not accurate or true, so he should reconsider his position.

Keith Vaz: May I confirm that there are lots of white British people in Leicester, and say that we welcome the relocation of those jobs to the city? On the wider point, the Minister is abolishing the Commission for Racial Equality. What discussions has she had with the Lord Chancellor about the Carter proposals, which will have a huge impact on the number of ethnic minority firms doing legal aid work? 
Question and answer session continued on next page



	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page:
Reply from Meg Munn: I thank my right hon. Friend for his comments about the city of Leicester, and I pay tribute to his representation of all his constituents, whatever their ethnic background. Issues relating to the employment and representation of people from ethnic minorities will be taken over by the Commission for Equality and Human Rights, and guidance will continue to be available on a range of issues, including that raised by the hon. Member for Kettering (Mr. Hollobone). It is a factor to be taken into consideration, but the notion that it is the only factor in any relocation or change is nonsense.

Andrew Stunell: I was surprised that the Minister did not mention the report by the Equal Opportunities Commission entitled “Moving on up? Ethnic minority women at work”, which paints a dismal picture of the situation facing black and Asian women. What specific advice has she given the Department of Trade and Industry so that it can support firms that want to break down the barriers and employ more black and Asian women, but find it difficult to do so?

Reply from Meg Munn: I thank the hon. Gentleman for his question. I am sure that if I tried to mention everything, you would have words to say about the length of my answer, Mr. Deputy Speaker. However, the hon. Gentleman is right to draw attention to that report, which identifies the fact that ethnic minority women, many of whom do better than their counterparts, still have great difficulty finding employment. I am pleased to say that this is not just a matter of my giving advice to the Department of Trade and Industry, as it has long had a committee that looks into such issues and seeks to ensure that exactly what he described takes place. We are beginning to see progress, although it is not fast enough, and we want to see more.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070322/debtext/70322-0003.htm#07032282000034
Michael Gove (128639): To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what guidance the Office of Government Commerce has produced on making the award of public contracts conditional on the bidding private sector firms meeting equality or diversity criteria or targets.

The same question was also asked to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry and the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70319w01.htm 

New publications
Equalities in Scotland: A Review of Progress (Scottish Parliament Equal Opportunities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/equal/reports-07/eor07-03.htm 

Race Equality: The Home Secretary's Race Employment Targets    

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/Race-Equality-Targets.pdf?view=Binary



	Race Equality

New Publications (continued)
Job seeking behaviour of ethnic minority students 

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Job_seeking_ethnic_minority_students.pdf 

Racial equality in Britain? Don’ t make me laugh
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/alice_miles/article1555571.ece
Catalyst Magazine

http://www.catalystmagazine.org/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0ro.reflocid-0hg01b00100600b.lang-en.htm 

News
Prayer time may lead to new unrest   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/21/newsstory9452954t0.asp
TOP



	Racism
European Parliament
Racism and holocaust denial debated at Parliamentary hearing

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/017-4262-078-03-12-902-20070314STO04225-2007-19-03-2007/default_en.htm 

Fighting racism in Europe: should holocaust denial be a criminal offence?
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/017-4385-078-03-12-902-20070320IPR04382-19-03-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm 

Framework decision on combating racism and xenophobia
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l33178.htm 

From 1 March the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) became the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)

http://eumc.europa.eu/eumc/index.php 

Fundamental Rights Agency issues a call for action against racism
http://fra.europa.eu/eumc/index.php?fuseaction=content.dsp_cat_content&catid=9&contentid=4458a87a48a0e


	Racism (continued)
Press Releases 
CRE calls on local groups for 'zero tolerance' in election campaigns

http://www.cre.gov.uk/default.aspx.locid-0hgnew0sj.Lang-EN.htm 

Racism and Discrimination: Obstacles to Development

http://www.ohchr.org/english/events/racism/
New publication
Defeating Organised Racial Hatred: an information pack  

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/Defeating_organised_racial_hatred.pdf
News
Web clip shows 'sectarian abuse'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6463821.stm
Rangers consider away ticket ban   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/teams/r/rangers/6471751.stm
Lets Kris goodbye to bigots   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/sport/football/tm_headline=let%2Ds-kris-goodbye-to-bigots%26method=full%26objectid=18790130%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Belgians hold mass "wedding" to shame racist couples   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=443302007
Executive slave trade booklet sparks criticism from anti-racism group   

http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.1284345.0.executive_slave_trade_booklet_sparks_criticism_from_antiracism_group.php
Anti-semitism rules come in at universities   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/education/article1563917.ece
MPs condemn rise in bullying of minorities   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2042238,00.html
TOP



	Other Westminster
Debate
Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/debtext/70320-0004.htm#07032055000001 
Ministerial Statement
John Prescott (Deputy Prime Minister): Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade - This year is the bicentenary of a remarkable piece of legislation—the 1807 Abolition of the Slave Trade Act. This Act outlawed slave carrying by British ships in the former British Empire.

Although slavery itself was not abolished until 1833, with the Emancipation Act, 1807 marked the beginning of the end for the transatlantic slave trade which had seen more than 12 million men, women and children bought and sold into slavery and over 2 million die.

The anniversary of this Act is a chance to look into the past, to remember a period of dreadful inhumanity and pay tribute to the campaigners who fought this injustice and of those who enforced the new law, including the Royal Navy. But it is also an opportunity to look forward, and to recognise the tremendous contribution of Black African and Caribbean communities not only to the success of this country, but also the vibrancy of our culture and heritage.

It is also an important opportunity to recognise the fact that slavery did not die out with the end of the transatlantic trade. There are an estimated 12.3 million enslaved people in the world today. In the 21st century, slavery persists in the form of human trafficking, bonded labour and the forced recruitment of child soldiers.

The Government want to ensure we gain the best possible legacy from the bicentenary. So as part of our work to commemorate this anniversary and to focus attention on tackling contemporary or legacy issues that arise out of the slave trade I am pleased to announce that the Government are today publishing a commemorative magazine to mark the bicentenary.

This magazine aims to inform members of the public about the slave trade, those who fought for its abolition, the subsequent emancipation process as well as work taking place to tackle discrimination in Britain and forms of slavery still present in the world today. Copies will be distributed to museums, libraries and local community organisations across the country over the next few days. Copies will also be sent to all MPs and Peers.

In the meantime further information about the bicentenary including details of events taking place all around the country to mark the anniversary can be found at www.direct.gov.uk/slavery.

Copies of the magazine will also be placed in the Library for the reference of Members and will be available in the Vote Office.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070322/wmstext/70322m0001.htm#07032263000013 




	Other Westminster (continued)
Parliamentary Questions
Paul Goodman [127952]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how much was paid from public funds to prison imams in each year since 2001. 

Reply from Gerry Sutcliffe: Imams are employed both on a full-time and sessional basis. Payments being made are from both the overall chaplaincy budget and sessional budgets held by Governors at establishments. Therefore the information requested is not held centrally or is readily available and could be obtained only at disproportionate cost.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0009.htm#07032067000041 
Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department which prisons (a) employed and (b) used an imam in each year since 2001. [127953]

Reply from Gerry Sutcliffe: The prisons recorded as having a directly employed Muslim chaplain on 31 March each year since 2002 are shown in the following list. All establishments (unless the post is vacant) have one or more Muslim chaplain either employed or fee paid. Muslim chaplains have been coming in to prisons for many years on a fee paid basis. Central records are not maintained of how often these services are used.

For a list of prisons directly employing Muslim chaplains see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0009.htm#07032067000041 
Dawn Butler [117867]: To ask the Deputy Prime Minister what legacy he expects the Government to leave at the end of the commemorations of the bicentenary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.

Reply from John Prescott: The Government have worked with grassroots and national organisations around four main themes, which will each provide a legacy:

1. To increase awareness of the slave trade and Britain's role in both the trade and its abolition

2. To commemorate those who suffered and died as a result of the transatlantic slave trade and recognise those people who campaigned for abolition and ensured the new laws were enforced.

3. To increase awareness of the need to address legacy issues of the slave trade, such as discrimination, racism and inequality in the UK, and poverty, disease and lack of educational access in parts of Africa, and highlight the ongoing work of the Government in this respect.

4. To highlight that slavery exists today in the form of people trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation and forced labour and that the Government are taking action to eradicate it. 
Reply continued on next page



	Other Westminster (continued)
Parliamentary Questions
Reply continued from previous page:
The Government's approach to the bicentenary complements our ongoing action to tackle contemporary issues, including race inequality and community cohesion issues in the UK, poverty and modern day slavery internationally, and improving education and access to it for all our children. Further announcements will be made throughout the year about what the Government are doing in these areas to ensure the bicentenary commemorations leave a positive and lasting legacy for the future.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0017.htm#0703212000008 
Dawn Butler [125021]: To ask the Deputy Prime Minister if he will bring forward proposals for an annual remembrance day in relation to abolition of the slave trade.

Reply from John Prescott: The Government are committed to commemorating the bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade and has a range of events and activities planned throughout 2007.

There have been calls from several quarters for a national memorial day to recognise the injustice of the slave trade and its many victims. There is already a UNESCO International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition on 23 August. Some cities in the UK, such as Liverpool, already take part in this.

The Government are aware of the calls for an annual national remembrance day and we are keen, during this bicentenary year, to listen to the views of local communities about what date this should fall on and what form it might take, if such a day were to be instituted.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070320/text/70320w0017.htm#0703212000008 
Press Releases 
Home Secretary signs vital anti-trafficking convention

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/convention-against-trafficking 

Stopping modern slavery

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/trafficking-action-plan 

200th anniversary of the abolition of the Slave Trade Act - launch of commemorative magazine

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2384 

Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/bicentenary-slave-trade-abolition.asp 




	Other Westminster
Press Releases (continued)
Breaking the Chains - Eliminating Slavery, ending Poverty

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/eliminating-slavery.asp 

New publications
UK Action Plan on Tackling Human Trafficking

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/human-traffick-action-plan?view=Binary 
Breaking the chains: Eliminating slavery, ending poverty

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/slavery-brochure.pdf 
CRE response to the Draft strategy for Scotland's languages

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/scotlandlanguagesstrategy.pdf 
New website
Parliament and the British Slave Trade 1600 - 1807

http://slavetrade.parliament.uk/
TOP



	Other News
Muslim anger over class veil guidelines   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1271606.0.0.php
Muslim veils in classroom ban   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=433282007
Driving test ban on veils   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=driving-test-ban-on-veils--%26method=full%26objectid=18784587%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Final call for equalities views

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=05020938-19b4-4ac9-ab79-a44fcbc59fd0 



	Other News (continued)
Commemoration day to mark UK slave trade role

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=448812007 

Events mark slave trade abolition    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6491727.stm
Archbishops lead slave trade walk    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6490625.stm
UK slave trade apology 'needed'   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6492291.stm
Church remembers slavery in radicals' park    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6492035.stm
Bishops call for Blair slavery apology   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2042257,00.html
Lessons, not apologies   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/leaders/story/0,,2042217,00.html
Mandela boycotts Bristol's slavery commemoration    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2390916.ece
The black faces that adorn the canvas of history    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article2390917.ece
Freedom for All: Breaking the chains of slavery (new website)

http://www.scotlandandslavery.org.uk/
It could be you!

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=th&al=t&pid=5691 
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	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-aspassed.pdf 
Received Royal Assent 21 March 2007
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/b59s2-aspassed.pdf 
Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

Stage 1
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-aspassed.pdf 
Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-aspassed.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/amend/70320m01.htm 

Debate (House of Commons)

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070319/debtext/70319-0013.htm#07031932000001 
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Mainstreaming Equalities (30 March 2007) 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=5a457b90-198d-4c05-b305-00ba28d96e63
application form to attend Mainstreaming Equalities focus group in Glasgow, Aberdeen or Dumfries

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=6abb287a-4bb3-461a-912f-1eb8a65947da 
** closes this week!
Faith Schools and Community Cohesion   (30 March 2007)   http://www.runnymedetrust.org/about/policyResponses/Website%20consultation%20FSCC.pdf
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 

Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
** Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

12 April 2007 in Dundee
19 April 2007 in Glasgow
1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 

The Implictions of the European Employment Regulations

18 April in Edinburgh

SCVO seminar to explore and raise personal awareness of the European Employment Regulations on sexual orientation, faith / belief and age legislation and ensuring that organisations policies do not discriminate on these grounds. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 /  Equalities@scvo.org.uk
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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